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Tom Crampton

This summer Tom Crampton will transition off 
our board of directors as the current board 
president. Tom has served Emmaus House since 
our beginning in 2013 and has played a key role 
in our growth and development. While his 
leadership will be greatly missed, we are thankful 
he will continue to be a faithful partner in the 
ministry. Recently, Tom took a few moments to 
reflect on this time with Emmaus House:

Six years ago I had the opportunity to join some 
visionary people in a bold adventure.  We had just 
learned that 17 young men and women would be 
required to leave the Cap Haitien Children’s Home by 
summer.  All were 18 years old or older, had not 
completed the secondary school system, and had no 
family or support system available to help them 
survive in Haitian society.    

Emmaus House opened in July 2013 with much 
prayer and a vision for creating a better future for the 
youth of Haiti.  At its foundation, Emmaus House 
would build upon a growing faith in God 
combined with personal and vocational skills 
leading to opportunity.  It would be a place to 
“transition” from the institutional orphanage model to 
an independent, responsible lifestyle.  

Much has happened in the last six years.  Prayer has 
been answered more times than any of us can 
count.Emmaus House has grown and has undergone 
its own transition to a Haitian-led leadership team 
running day to day operations on the ground.  
Gerome and the rest of this team continue to 
respond to challenges as they emerge and connect 
daily with our U.S. based leadership team.

Reflections from Tom Crampton, current board 
president, on six years serving with Emmaus House

We are now excited to build a compound that will 
open up new opportunities and provide a safe, 
secure place for our youth.  We continue to 
discover challenges present in the Haitian 
ecosystem and try to better understand the 
challenges our young people face as they move 
toward independent living in Haiti.  None of this 
could happen without the support of 
churches and individuals across the country 
who have a deep and sincere love for this 
difficult work.

It has been an honor to serve on the board with 
others who have a great passion for the work in 
Haiti.  As I transition off the board, I am excited 
about those who remain and the commitment 
they are making to oversee this work.  I’m 
convinced that God will continue to provide 
guidance as we seek His glory and focus our 
efforts on supporting a growing number of young 
people who will have a positive impact in Haiti.  
God bless you all.
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GALA AND BUILDING UPDATE

It was a beautiful evening as we focused on all the ways Emmaus House is helping to bring vulnerable youth 
in Haiti out of the darkness. Jillian Kittrell, co-founder and administrator, along with Wilson Javier, Emmaus 
House student, both shared heartfelt stories from Haiti. Guests enjoyed a candlelit dinner, a Haitian artisan’s 
market, a photo gallery, a silent auction, a photo booth, and were even able to tour a model Haitian home 
while sampling Haitian street food. The evening was a great success and raised $32,000 to go towards the 
construction of the second of three youth homes on our new campus site. We would like to thank everyone 
who helped make the Out of the Darkness Gala possible: The Side Porch, Hunter Kittrell Photography, 
Beautifully Made Fair Trade, Main Street Cafe, Esther P. Photography, Keith & Charlene Harris, Loree Wilson, 
and all our many silent auction donors.

We are scheduled to break ground this June, beginning with a well, 
the security wall, and then the first youth home! Pictured left is Ed 
Wilson, board member and lead engineer over the project. In May he 
visited the new property to conduct measurements, meet with our 
construction team leader, and check on materials to begin building 
this summer.

THIS APRIL 150 SUPPORTERS GATHERED AT THE SIDE PORCH  
IN JOHNSON CITY, TENNESSEE FOR OUR 2ND ANNUAL GALA. 

THANKS TO YOU we have raised just over 40% of 
the funds needed to build the future Emmaus House! 



 

STUDENT HIGHLIGHTS

FAMILY BEACH DAY & MORE

Merly came to live at Emmaus House in 2014 and began her 
last year of high school.   She has always been a bright, hard-
working young woman dreaming of someday going into the 
medical field.   That summer as she was assisting a team of 
American doctors, they walked into a facility full of children with 
physical disabilities and disfigurements.   A physical therapist 
standing next to her whispered to Merly that these children 
could possibly have lived normal lives if they only had early 
intervention.   The following year, Merly was accepted into one 
of the first physical therapy programs in southern Haiti and will 
graduate this year.   When I visited with her last January, she 
could hardly keep from smiling as she spoke about her future.  
Due to the 2010 earthquake, awareness regarding the need for 
physical therapy has grown across the country.   She beamed 
as she told me about several organizations already asking to 
hire her. 
 
Merly has had the consistent prayers and support of committed 
sponsors, and partners like you who have kept the program 
running over the 5 years of her time with Emmaus House. I 
often think about how Merly’s life would be different had there 
not been the support to help and guide her through this critical 
time in her life. Where would she have gone? Who could she 
have turned to? Thanks to you, we don’t have to wonder. Her 
dream will soon become a reality and Merly will be in a position 
to make a significant difference in the lives of her fellow 
Haitians.   By making a difference in Merly’s life, you have 
made a difference in the future of Haiti.

MERLY

WANT TO MAKE A DIFFERENCE FOR ANOTHER YOUTH IN HAITI?
You Can Help Loucito and Islande today!

  LOUCITO

  ISLANDE

Loucito came to live at Emmaus House in January 2019. He is 19 years old and is in the 
9th grade. He has a fierce determination to do well in school and the Emmaus House 
program. He recently made the decision to become a Christian and we all continue to be 
impressed with his growth. Loucito aspires to attend university one day to become a 
mechanical engineer. He is a strong student and a confident young man. He takes 
initiative and is determined to work hard at everything he does. It has been a joy to 
welcome Loucito to the Emmaus family! 

Islande also joined Emmaus House in January 2019. Although new, she has fit right in 
with the other girls in the house. She is 18 years old and in the 10th grade. Coming from 
a poor, countryside community Islande has never had the opportunity to attend a quality 
school. She is a hard worker, however, and is determined to work hard despite the 
challenges. Islande became a Christian just over a year ago after attending a church 
Jonathan, our Spiritual Director, helped to start. New in her faith, she has loved being 
able to participate in daily Bible studies at Emmaus House. 

Start sponsoring Loucito or Islande today: www.emmaushousehaiti.org/youth-sponsorship
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BECOME AN EMMAUS HOUSE PARTNER

BECOME A PARTNER 
You can parter with Emmaus House to bring hope to youth in 
Haiti. We depend on the generous donations of others to 
employ staff and cover monthly needs such as rent, 
electricity, transportation, counseling services, and more. 
www.emmaushousehaiti.org/currentneeds

BUILD THE FUTURE 
Emmaus House will break ground on the new campus 
site in June 2019. You can help us continue this building 
project so we can expand our reach and grow our impact 
in northern Haiti. 
www.emmaushousehaiti.org/giveahome

SPONSOR A YOUTH
You can invest in the life of a young adult like Loucito or
Islande by becoming a sponsor. $250 a month provides
education ($70), food and water ($130), medical care ($10),
and a weekly allowance ($40) to a youth in need. 
www. emmaushousehaiti.org/youth-sponsorship

INVITE US TO SHARE 
One of the BEST ways you can partner with Emmaus 
House is to invite us to come speak with your church, 
small group, family, and friends. Contact us to schedule a 
visit.
www.emmaushousehaiti.org/contact

DO YOU WANT TO JOIN EMMAUS HOUSE IN STANDING IN THE GAP FOR ORPHANED  
YOUTH IN HAITI? THERE ARE MULTIPLE WAYS TO PARTNER WITH US! 

@EmmausHouseHaiti 


