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Young people all over Haiti are aging out 
of orphanages, and organizations are 
struggling, as we were, to find answers as 
to how to e ffect ive ly he lp these 
unprepared young people who are facing 
a life of independence, without the life 
skills and education to do so. Over the last 
few years, Emmaus House has received 
numerous messages and emails from 
others working around Haiti asking for 
help either starting a transition home or 
improving upon their current model.  

In response, Emmaus House organized a 
training this past July to share our model 
and help other organizations from all 
around Haiti. Haitians leaders, as well as 
A m e r i c a n s f r o m f o u r d i f f e r e n t 
organizations, came to Cap Haitien to 
learn from our administration and staff. It 
was great to be able to share what we 
have learned over the last five years with 
others doing this work. We look forward to 
continued collaboration, conversations, 
and partnerships to give hope to 
vulnerable young people all throughout 
Haiti.
In addition to training other organizations 
around Haiti, this summer we also 
focused on better equipping our own 
staff. Working with young people who 
have suffered abandonment, abuse, and 
trauma is anything but easy. 

It takes a great deal of patience and love, 
as well as training and skill. It isn’t 
enough that our staff does their jobs, we 
want them to be equipped to do their jobs 
well. 

This summer, Emmaus House hosted an 
Introduction to TBRI (Trust Based 
Relational Intervention) Seminar for not 
only ours, but other house parents 
around northern Haiti. TBRI is a 
therapeutic model designed to provide 
effective support and treatment for at-risk 
children. Twenty-four total participants, in 
addition to our own staff, came to learn 
how to better love and serve children and 
youth coming from hard places. Providing 
this training is a critical part of making 
sure our youth receive the critical care 
they need to heal from their pasts. 



    

NEW STUDENTS

Nicki just turned 18 and is currently in the 6th grade. 
He was 5 years old when he moved to the orphanage 
(CHCH). Growing up has been a bit scary for Nicki as 
he has a learning disability and Haiti is not designed 
for those who struggle. Despite his struggle with 
academics, he seems to have a natural ability to work 
with electronics and electricity. We will help him work 
to achieve the highest grade possible in school and 
help him learn independence skills and a trade so he 
can someday live independently. Please pray that 
Nicki will work hard and succeed at Emmaus House.

Gaelle just turned 18 and is in 11th grade. She is a 
friendly, beautiful young lady. She is very smart, 
works hard, and gets excellent grades in school and 
hopes to become a doctor someday. She struggles 
with her temper from time to time, so please pray for 
Gaelle that she will have the discipline to work the 
program at Emmaus House and will be able to reach 
her full potential and do all the great things God has 
planned for her.

Judel turns 18 in October and is in 11th grade. 
Despite not enjoying school, he does well and 
dreams of becoming a doctor someday. Judel, unlike 
the rest of our youth, is blessed with a living mother 
whom he has a good relationship with. However, she 
is unable to provide any type of sustenance or 
education for him. Through the financial support of 
Emmaus House, Judel will be an active participant in 
the program while being reunited and under the care 
of his mother. Please pray for all of us at Emmaus 
House as Judel’s situation is unchartered territory 
and we are working hard to do this well.

Gephte just turned 18 in June. Gephte is in the 9th 
grade and makes good grades in school.  He has 
had some challenges during his later teen years but 
has made a concerted effort to turn his life around 
during this last year and Emmaus House is excited 
to invest in him to see what God has in store for his 
life. He has a sister, Dulta, who grew up at the CHCH 
and just graduated from medical school. Gephte 
dreams of going to university and becoming an 
engineer someday.  Please pray that Gephte stays 
on a path that will lead him toward God.

NICKI  GAELLE

JUDEL GEPHTE

We were thrilled to welcome 4 new youth from the Cap Haitian Children’s Home to the Emmaus family this September. 
They were all 10 years old when I (Tanya) met them for the first time in 2010. My goodness, how they have grown! 
Gephte was always so shy yet curious, Nicki was ALWAYS playing and carefree, Judel was so open, kind, and never 
a stranger, and Gaelle was always full of spunk. Eight years later, they have each changed and matured into young 
men and women with bright futures ahead, and I am grateful to still be a part of their story because of Emmaus House. 

Welcome to the Family 
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THIS CHRISTMAS

It’s hard to believe, but the holidays are right around the corner! Soon, it will 
be a time to unite with family, a time to celebrate, a time to be thankful for 
our blessings, and most of all, a time to give back. 

For the past two years, Emmaus House has focused all its end of the year 
efforts on raising funds for our development project (see update on page 4). 
While this was very fruitful for us and our future, this year we are returning 
to our Holiday Catalog in order to ensure the basic needs of our youth can 
be met in 2019.

God continues to lead the way in expanding our impact among vulnerable 
youth in Cap Haitien, Haiti. Just this year alone we welcomed 6 new 
residential youth into our program, and sent 5 additional students off to 
universities around Haiti. If He wills, and if resources are available, in 2019 
we hope to add at least 7 more new residential youth to our homes, and 
send 3 more students to university. Although this growth is exciting, we 
also know we need to be financially able to provide for the needs of the 
youth. And this is where your gifts this holiday season can help!

The Emmaus House 2019 Holiday Catalog will be available on our website 
from November 23 - December 31. From the site, you will be able to read 
through our specific needs, then “shop” for which items you would like to 
provide Emmaus House in 2019. 

As the holiday season approaches, please consider choosing Emmaus 
House for your end of the year giving. With your generous gifts, we will be 
able to provide well-rounded care to many more youth in Haiti in 2019.

www.emmaushousehaiti.org/holidaycatalog
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BUILDING UPDATES

After years of waiting, searching, fundraising, and 
most of all prayer, all of us at Emmaus House are 
excited to finally announce that we are OFFICIAL 
LAND OWNERS!  

The process of purchasing land took much longer 
than we ever anticipated. Finding property that met 
all our requirements, was legally allowed to be sold, 
and was owned by a trustworthy seller proved to be 
very challenging. But we are confident that God’s 
blessings always come in His perfect timing. And 
this land is one such blessing.

Within walking distance of two local organizations 
we love partnering with, and across the street from 
a well-established Church of Christ, we are excited 
for all the possibilities the location of this property 
will allow us. 

As exciting as this step is, however, we still have a 
long way to go. Our first step will be to level the 
land and then build a well. From there we will build 
a security wall and then begin building the youth 
homes, education/administrative building, and 
guest house. 

Please continue to keep this project in your 
prayers. If you would like to give a special gift 
towards the development of our future campus, 
please see our website for more information: 
www.emmaushousehaiti.org/giveahome SP
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P Want to invest in the life of one of our new students 
listed on Page 2? How about becoming their sponsor 
through Emmaus House? 

For more information see
emmaushousehaiti.com/youth-sponsorship 
or email Jillian at kittrellsinhaiti@gmail.com


